
 Head  Set:  VR  experience  to  change  frontline 

 journalist training 

 With  over  30  years  of  experience  as  foreign  correspondents,  Aela  and  Kate  had 

 always  felt  unprepared  for  the  physical,  mental,  and  emo�onal  traumas  they  faced. 

 The  duo  created  Head  Set  with  a  desire  to  change  the  media  industry  for  the  be�er, 

 and  to  develop  something  which  would  make  a  real  difference  for  journalists, 

 trainers, and the public whom they serve. 

 The challenge 

 To  create  a  VR  experience  that  could  be  used  as  a  training  tool  for  journalists  to 

 prepare  them  be�er  for  covering  violent  protests  and  riots.  Having  created  a  script 

 based  on  real  situa�ons  that  journalists  face  in  the  field,  Head  Set  founders  Aela  and 

 Kate turned to Target3D for the performance capture and VR knowledge. 



 The solu�on 

 The  rehearsal  was  captured  at  StudioT3D’s  mocap  stage  in  London,  with  the  cas�ng 

 managed  by  Target3D  Performance  Consultant,  Ryan  Mercier  (with  the  very  2020 

 challenge of commissioning performers from one bubble!) 

 Target3D  hosted  the  Head  Set  team  and  provided  all  the  performance  capture  and 

 anima�on  requirements  –  including  blocking  the  piece  to  considering  the  VR 

 par�cipants  posi�on  in  the  experience  for  maximum  impact,  through  to  capturing, 

 cleaning and delivering the data. 

 A  lot  of  forward  planning,  and  even  more  fluorescent  tape,  ensured  performers  were 

 in  the  right  place  rela�ve  to  the  origin  allowing  the  choreography  to  move  around  the 

 VR par�cipant fluidly. 



 A�er his crea�ve management of the shoot, Target3D’s Ryan Mercier shared, 

 "We  really  enjoyed  helping  Kate  and  Aela  with  their  vision  of  suppor�ng  the  integrity  of 

 journalists,  by  direc�ng  the  performance  capture  and  communica�ng  exactly  what  they 

 needed  from  the  performers.  Although  it  provided  its  challenges,  working  against  the 

 backdrop  of  the  pandemic  actually  helped  the  actors  in  some  ways  –  we  encouraging  them 

 to bring the performance to life from their current personal experience." 

 The result 

 Head  Set's  first  VR  training  module  for  public  disorder,  released  to  major  news 

 organisa�ons  like  Reuters,  CNN  and  ITN  to  help  prepare  them  for  upcoming 

 assignments like the US elec�ons and an�-covid protests around the world. 

 Vimeo link: h�ps://vimeo.com/465319599 

 Speaking a�er the project, Head Set’s Aela Callan commented, 

 “Target3D  are  a  dream-team.  From  the  minute  we  started  talking  through  our  concept  with 

 them,  they  understood  that  we  were  aiming  for  a  high  quality  product  on  an  ambi�ous 

 �meline.  Despite  this  and  the  mul�ple  challenges  of  crea�ng  a  socially  distanced  shoot 

 under Covid-19 restric�ons, they rose to the occasion. 

 Every  single  member  of  the  crew  went  above  and  beyond  to  help  our  project  reach  its  full 

 poten�al.  Their  exac�ng  standards,  passion  for  what  they  do  and  good  humour  make  them 

 a pleasure to work with and we can’t wait to do more together.” 

 For VR solu�ons and consulta�on for your next project,  speak to Target3D. 
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